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                       GTN Presidentôs Report for the year 2012/2013 
 

 
It is with much pleasure that I report to the 24 members Golf Clubs of Golf Tasmania North, the Annual 
Report and Audited Financial Report for the period ended 30

th
 June 2013. 

 
VALE: 

On Monday 5
th
. August 2013 we the golfers of Tasmania lost one our most experienced dedicated 

administrators in Tasmania with the passing of John Michael Fennell, John was an Executive member 
of the NTGA, President of Golf North West for 15 years,11 years as President of Golf Tasmania and a 
past President of Australian Golf Union. To Maxeen, Aaron, Nichola and families we offer our deepest 
sympathies.   
 
GTN Executive: 

My thanks to the Executive members of Golf Tasmania North for their valued and tireless work for the 
members Clubs in the Northern District.  
 
The Executive of Golf Tasmania North elected in 2012 to run golf in the Northern District were Don 
Cameron (President), Mrs Frances Hudson (Vice President), Peter Ashdown, Tony Bush, Gavan 
Griffin, Curt Mathews, Sheryl Manion, Greg Williams with Mr Robert Fitzgerald as Secretary. I thank 
each and everyone for their dedication to the golfers of the Northern District, in particular Frances 
Hudson, Sheryl Manion and Rob Fitzgerald for the smooth running of all womenôs events. Tony Bush 
and the Junior Committee, I particularly want to thank Rob Fitzgerald as Secretary for his prompt and 
efficient running of all business in the Northern District for all Men, Women & Juniors.  
 
Our great thanks to Frances Hudson, Sheryl Manion, Elaine Rigby, Trevor Atkinson, Rod Eiszele and 
Rob Fitzgerald for the continued support in starting the fields and/or marking cards whenever we have 
run a major event for Golf Tasmania North. 
 

Financial and Secretary Report: 
  
Following my appointment as Secretary to Golf Tasmania North in August 2012, the GTN Committee 
expanded the secretarial responsibilities to include the Northern Tasmanian Junior Golf Development 
Committee. The NTJGD Committee had always been a sub-committee of GTN but previously had 
controlled its own finances and was not subject to audit. The GTN Committee decided that proper 
governance required greater accountability and so decided to bring all NTJGD accounting records 
under the banner of GTN and consequently the appearance of this 2012/13 end of year accounts will 
vary slightly from last year. 
 
GTN has finished the year with a small loss of $324.00 while the NTJGD traded profitably finishing the 
year with a profit of $1,011.00. The financial accounts show the result as an overall a profit of $687.00 
for the organization. 
 
At 30

th
 June 2013 both Committees were in a sound financial position with GTN holding cash reserves 

of $ 80,357.00 and the NTJGD holding cash reserves of $ 5,867.00.  
  
My time as GTN secretary has been brief but the support provided to me by the GTN Committee, in 
particular Don Cameron, Frances Hudson and Curt Mathews and the co-operation from the various 
officials from each of the member clubs, has made the experience very rewarding. I would like to 
thank everyone for their efforts in trying to ensure that golf in our Northern region is run on a 
professional basis and while many of our menôs major tournaments have struggled for numbers, it is 
pleasing the see the womenôs events have been well supported, particularly the ladies City Week and 
the Ladies Country Week events that were booked out within days of the entry forms being released. 
 
In February, the NTJGD raised $4280.00 at their annual golf day fundraiser which will ensure the 
continuation of professional development programs and one on one coaching for those promising 
young golfers in our district who are committed to improving their skills. 
 



During the year I have tried to build on the information available on our website. Pennant scores were 
uploaded within 24 hours of the completion of events and the feedback indicates this has been well 
received by all pennant players.  
 
Your new Secretary for the 2013/14 year is Curt Mathews from the Mowbray Golf Club. Curt is a very 
keen golfer and has a finance and administration background. He has served on the GTN Committee 
so he comes to the position with the ideal qualifications for the role. I wish him every success as your 
new Secretary. 
 
Rob Fitzgerald 
Secretary 2012/13 
. 

Junior Report: 

Junior Report by Tony Bush: [Chair of Northern Tasmanian Junior Golf Development]  

A very successful and enjoyable fund raising day was held at The Riverside Golf Club in February 
achieving a profit of $4,280 to assist junior golf in our region. It was decided by the committee that the 
accounting for junior golf would in future be included in the books of Golf Tasmania North, while 
maintaining our own bank account. This change satisfies both efficiency and independence. A 
decision was also taken during the year to ask non attending committee members, parents of past 
juniors, to indicate their interest in continuing on the committee. This was done to make sure we are 
relevant to current juniors and hopefully attracting their parents to assist us. 
 
Achievements of our juniors in 2012/13: 
 
The 2012 winner of The Betty Bradley Consistency Trophy was Prospect Valeôs Kiren Jarman. This 
award is made to the player with the best averages over the school holiday tournaments. 
 
This yearôs GTNôs Claremont Shield team was made up of Isaac Pinnington, Dougie Warren, Alex 
House and Zac Swan. This team will in future be selected on performance in the GT Athol Shepherd 
consistency events. 
 
The Committee assisted with funding for Kade Philpott, Isaac Pinnington, Jack Tregaskisjago and 
Dougie Warren to attend the 2012 Aaron Baddeley International Junior Australian final at the Heritage 
Golf Club in the Yarra Valley.  Thanks to Dean Pinnington who acted as chaperone for the boys.   
 
Prospect Valeôs Jack Tregaskisjago won the North West Junior Championship played at Seabrook 
with rounds of 78 and 80.  Riversideôs Sam Rawlings won his first ever colts championship with 79 
and 74.  
 
Mowbrayôs Joel Harwood and George Waller and Launcestonôs Alex House representing Scotch 
Oakburn College won the Tasmanian Division of the 2012 Australian Secondary School Teams 
Championship at Mowbray.  They played in the National Final at the Peninsula Golf Club.  
 
Prospect Vale won the Northern junior pennant against teams from Launceston, Riverside and 
Mowbray Golf clubs. They then defeated North West winner Devonport but unfortunately lost to 
Tasmania in the state final. 
 
Brent Barlow of Mowbray Golf Club completed his stint as Northern Junior Coach during 2012 and 
has handed over to new appointee Bryce Gorham.  A group of 12 juniors that had attended a 
minimum number of coaching sessions throughout the year were rewarded with a day of golf at Lost 
Farm in late December. 
 
Particular thanks must go to Rod Eiszele for the organization of tournaments and to Trevor Atkinson 
for rounding up much needed prizes for days such as the fundraiser. As always thanks Don for your 
time given to all aspects of golf, and to the rest of the committee, Karen, Drew and Andy. 
 
Tony Bush 
Chairman.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



My personal thanks, the Executive, and all golfers in the Northern District are extended to our GTN 
Secretary Rob Fitzgerald for a wonderful job well done. Rob has made some major changes to the 
way Business and Finance are run in the Northern District and we are indebted to him for these 
changes which will put GTN in a sound position for many years to come. 
 
On March 7

th
. 2013 Rob officially notified the Executive of Golf Tasmania North that he was resigning 

his position as Secretary of Golf Tasmania North, Rob would like to spend more time in retirement 
doing things he loves to do, having a game of golf, going fishing, to the beach or just going on a 
holiday. The Secretary position turned out to be a bigger part time position than Rob anticipated that it 
would be.   
 
Rob, your efficient handling of the affairs of Golf Tasmania North and your dedication to all golf clubs 
and golfers in the Northern Districts and the Executive of GTN is greatly appreciated, you will be 
missed by all. Enjoy your retirement.   
 
Country Club Tasmania: 

My heartfelt appreciation to Country Club Tasmania for their continued support as the naming rights 
sponsor of Golf Tasmania North. The sponsorship also covers the Northern Amateur Championship, 
Country Week, Golf Tasmania North Pennant, Golf Tasmania North Junior Championship, the Golf 
Tasmania North composite team in the Claremont Shield, the Northern Thyne Trophy team with team 
clothing. 
 
Golf Tasmania North are very fortunate to have this sponsorship arrangement with Country Club 
Tasmania, my personal thanks go to Bede Clifton, Jo Mohr and Julie Kilinc for continuing the 
sponsorship arrangements and support to all golfers in the North through Golf Tasmania North. 
 

EAST COAST DISTRICT: 

My thanks go to the Executive of the East Coast Tasmania Golf Association for their continued 
administration of golf on the East Coast of Tasmania. Tim Longden (President), Norm Tildesley, 
[Bicheno], Rob McBeth [Scamander River] and Andrew Johns, [Malahide].  
 
East Coast Championship was held at the Malahide Golf Club in July for the Wallace Shield, individual 
winner Andrew Johns (Malahide) Wallace Shield Team winner (Malahide Golf Club) and Memorial 
Shield winner (Malahide Golf Club),  2013 East Coast Champion Andrew Johns (Malahide) 
 
Pennant: Bicheno has won the East Coast Division 3 pennant again this year and went on to play the 
Northern District winner Launceston Golf Club at the Campbell Town Golf Club 
 
Junior development for the East Coast, ECTGA needs to contact both St Helens and St Marys High 
Schools with the hope of getting golf into their weekly sport activities, this would help all golf clubs on 
the East Coast to get more junior members for the future of their clubs. 
 
Bob Saunders: 

To Bob Saunders from Saunders Wool, our sincere thanks for his continued financial support of Golf 
Tasmania North, Country Club Tasmania Country Week Championships. Bob has been a sponsor to 
the Country Week for the last 30 years, Saunders Wool sponsorship is greatly appreciated by GTN. 
 
GTN  Annual Dinner: 

My thanks go to Riverside Golf Club for hosting the 2013 Golf Tasmania North Annual Dinner on 
Friday 12

th
. July, incorporating the presentation of the 2013 Country Club Tasmania pennant flags, this 

is the second year where both the Womenôs and Menôs winning teams who won their Division in the 
2013 pennant seasons received their flags at the dinner. A special mention to the Mowbray Div.1, 
Greens Beach Div 3 and Riverside Div.4 Womenôs Teams who went on to win the 2013 State Pennant 
Flags. Congratulations go to all Golf Tasmania North Women, Men & Juniors players who have served 
with distinction around the State and on the National scene. 
 
Junior Golf Development: 
Special thanks to Tony Bush - Chairman, Mr Rob Fitzgerald (Secretary), the Committee of Trevor 
Atkinson, Andrew Barnes, Drew Davern, Rod Eiszele, Mrs Karen Rawlings for all their tireless work 
with our junior program. It is very much appreciated by all to this Committee for the smooth running of 
the Junior Fund Raising Day held at the Riverside Golf Club where all funds raised are returned to the 
Junior Programs in the North.  
 



My congratulations and appreciation go to Golf Tasmania North Junior Coach Brent Barlow (Brentôs 
term expired on 31/12/12 and Bryce Gorham was appointed as Coach to over from Brent on 1/1/2013 
as well as all the other Professionals that are training juniors in the Northern District, David Cramp, Bill 
Husband, Brett Partridge, Jason Russell, Michael Swan and Brent Barlow for without their support of a 
junior golf program in each golf club, this would just not happen. Peter Webster from the Forth Driving 
Range who is Golf Tasmaniaôs Mygolf teacher in Golf North West and Northern District. Your Junior 
Committee brought World renown teaching professional Peter Knight over late October/November the 
last two years, how fortunate are we that Peter agrees to come to Northern Tasmania to train a group 
of juniors for a full weekend, we appreciate that Peter makes the time to come over to teach with the 
aim of making our junior become better golfers. Peter is one of only two Master Coaches in Australia.   
 
Rod Eiszele:  

What can one say about Rod, he is the Golf Tasmania State Junior Manager, State Junior Selector, on 
the Golf Tasmania State Junior Sub-committee, one of the hardest workers for the betterment of 
Junior Golf for many a long year. The Examiner Golf Columnist for Men & Women, a friend to all 
golfers. on behalf of all golfers in the State, our sincere thanks for a wonderful job. 
 

Pennant   

A big thank you to the following Executive members for arranging the 2013 Golf Tasmania North & 
Country Club Tasmania Pennant   
 
WOMEN: Mrs Frances Hudson and Rob Fitzgerald  
MEN:  Curt Mathews and Rob Fitzgerald 
 
Congratulations to each Golf Club involved in pennant, to their Course Staff who get the course ready 
for pennant and the Club Professional for looking after the pennant players by opening their shops 
early 
 
Congratulations to the following Golf Clubs on having won their Division in the 2013 Golf Tasmania 
North & Country Club Tasmania 2013 Pennant season 
 
Women:  
 
Division 1:   Mowbray           [Won Division 1. 2013 State Pennant Flag]                     
Division 2:   Riverside 
Division 3:   Greens Beach   [Won Division 3. 2013 State Pennant Flag]          
Division 3: East Coast:  St Helens                   
Division 4:   Riverside          [ Won Division 4. 2013 State Pennant Flag] 
 
MEN: 
 
Division 1:  Mowbray                        Division 2:     Mowbray   
Division 3:  Launceston                    Division 3: East Coast:     Bicheno 
Division 4:  Launceston                    Division 5:     Longford 
Division 6:  Launceston   Division 7:     Tam OôShanter 
Junior:   Prospect Vale   Handicap Final     Launceston Div. 6 
 
Golf Club Managers 
 
My appreciation to the General Managers and Secretaryôs of all 24 member golf clubs in the Northern 
District who have helped with the smooth running of Golf in particular Rob Aulich - Launceston, Ken 
Fitzgerald - Riverside, Adrian Dennis - Mowbray and David Cramp - Prospect Vale. Without this 
extremely great support from the Golf Club Managers and Secretaryôs we would struggle to be 
competitive as a District. 
 
Auditor: 
 
Finally to Crowe Horwath formally WHK Garrotts for the efficient Auditing of the account of the Golf 
Tasmania North and Northern Tasmanian Junior Golf Development 
 
 
Don Cameron  
President  
31 August 2013        
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